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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
ESTABLISHING PRE-STORED EMERGENCY
MESSAGES

BACKGROUND

Emergency 911 calls placed to public safety answering
points (PSAPs) provide emergency operators with certain
information, including callback telephone number and
physical location information. If an emergency 911 call is
placed using a wireline telephone, master street address
guide (MSAG) information is generated by an automated
location identifier (ALI) local to or remotely located from a
PSAP. If an emergency 911 call is placed using a wireless
device, then the PSAP may receive global positioning sys-
tem information and convert the information into a street
address. Even with the location information, emergency 911
operators generally rely on a caller being able to speak and
provide additional information specific to the emergency
situation and caller. For example, a caller can provide the
operator with the type of emergency (e.g., fire, medical
condition, vehicular accident) and names of related people
(e.g., spouse, relatives, friends, co-workers). However, in
many instances, it is not always possible or desirable for a
caller to speak with an emergency operator during an
emergency. For example, a caller who is deaf cannot easily
speak with an emergency operator. Furthermore, young
children, those who are in an automobile accident or fire
may also not be able to speak with an emergency operator.
In addition, a person hiding from or running from an attacker
may also be unable to speak with a PSAP operator. In sum,
what is needed is a way for providing information to a PSAP
operating in the event that the caller is unable to or does not
desire to speak with a PSAP operator.

SUMMARY

To overcome the problem of an emergency 911 caller not
being able to speak with an emergency operator, the prin-
ciples of the present invention provide for a pre-stored
emergency message to be created and made available to a
caller to use in communicating to a PSAP operator during an
emergency 911 call. A system located on a network may
enable a user to create a pre-stored emergency message with
information that may be downloaded to a telephone and
thereafter be communicated to a PSAP for playing to an
emergency operator. In one embodiment, the pre-stored
emergency message may be generated through a graphical
user interface, such as a website, and downloaded to a user’s
telephone. Alternatively, the pre-stored emergency message
may be maintained on a network node, such as a server on
the Internet or telecommunications network, and be sent to
a PSAP in response to an emergency 911 call being placed
by the user.

One embodiment of a system for assisting with calls to
public safety answering points may include a network node
configured to enable a user to submit emergency message
data and a telecommunications device. The telecommunica-
tions device may include a memory, transceiver configured
to communicate over a telecommunications network, and a
processing unit in communication with the memory and
transceiver. The processing unit may be configured to, in
response to receiving the emergency message data in an
audio format via the telecommunications network, store the
audio emergency message in the memory, and communicate
the audio emergency message to a public safety answering
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2

point in response to the user requesting the audio emergency
message being communicated to the public safety answering
point.

One embodiment of a method for assisting with calls to
public safety answering points may include receiving emer-
gency message data from a user, and, in response to receiv-
ing an emergency call request from the user at a telecom-
munications device, communicating the emergency message
data in an audio format to a PSAP.

Another embodiment of a method for assisting with calls
to public safety answering points may include providing a
user interface to a user of a telecommunications device to
enable the user to selectably enter emergency information.
The emergency information entered by the user may be
stored, and, in response to the user calling a public safety
answering point via the telecommunications device, the
emergency information may be communicated in an audio
format to the public safety answering point.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Tustrative embodiments of the present invention are
described in detail below with reference to the attached
drawing figures, which are incorporated by reference herein
and wherein:

FIG. 1 is an illustration of an illustrative network envi-
ronment in which a user may communicate a pre-stored
emergency message to a public safety answering point;

FIG. 2 is an illustration of an illustrative network envi-
ronment in which a landline telephone may be used to
communicate a pre-stored emergency message to a PSAP;

FIG. 3 is an illustration of an illustrative wireless network
environment in which a user of a wireless telephone may
communicate a pre-stored emergency message to a PSAP;

FIG. 4A is an illustration of an illustrative cordless
handset configured to store pre-stored emergency messages
for selection and communication to a PSAP during an
emergency;

FIG. 4B is an illustration of an illustrative wireless
telephone configured with a soft-button for selecting and
communicating pre-stored emergency messages to a PSAP
during an emergency;

FIG. 4C is a block diagram of an illustrative telephone
configured to store pre-stored emergency messages for
selection and communication to a PSAP during an emer-
gency;

FIG. 4D is a block diagram of illustrative modules con-
figured to be executed by a telephone and enable a user to
communicate pre-stored emergency messages to a PSAP
during an emergency;

FIG. 5A is a flow diagram of an illustrative process
executable on a telephone that enables a user to record an
emergency message for communication to a PSAP during an
emergency;

FIG. 5B is a flow diagram of an illustrative process for a
telephone to prompt a user to enter emergency information
to create a pre-stored emergency message;

FIG. 5C is a flow diagram of an illustrative process for
communicating a pre-stored message to a PSAP during an
emergency;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an illustrative server con-
figured to provide for collecting and communicating a
pre-stored emergency message for storage on a telephone or
other network node;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of illustrative modules config-
ured to be executed on the server of FIG. 6 to provide for
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collecting and communicating pre-stored emergency mes-
sages in accordance with the principles of the present
invention;

FIG. 8 is an illustration of an illustrative graphical user
interface configured to enable a user to submit or otherwise
create a pre-stored emergency message for communicating
to a PSAP during an emergency;

FIG. 9 is an illustration of an illustrative system and
process for establishing a pre-stored emergency message for
communicating to a PSAP during an emergency;

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of an illustrative system and
process for establishing a pre-stored emergency message on
a wireline telephone for use in communicating to a PSAP
during an emergency;

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of a system and process for
establishing an emergency message utilizing a voice over
internet protocol (VoIP) telephone;

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of an illustrative system and
process for accessing and utilizing a pre-stored emergency
message during an emergency telephone call to a PSAP;

FIG. 13 is a flow diagram of an illustrative process for a
user to access one of multiple pre-stored emergency mes-
sages stored in a telephone or on a network for communi-
cation to an emergency operator at a PSAP during an
emergency telephone call; and

FIG. 14 is a flow diagram of an illustrative process for
creating and communicating an emergency message in an
audio format in accordance with the principles of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

With regard to FIG. 1, an illustrative network environ-
ment 100 shows users 102a-1027 (collectively 102) using
telephones 104a-104n (collectively 104). The telephone
104a is shown to be a mobile telephone, which may be a cell
phone, Wi-Fi phone, or any other mobile telephone, as
understood in the art. The telephone 104~ may be an office
telephone, home telephone, cordless telephone, or any other
telephone that operates in the same or similar manner as a
wireline telephone. In the event of an emergency, users 102
may call an emergency 911 operator at one of multiple
PSAPs 106a-1067 (collectively 106).

As understood in the art, there are upwards of 7,000
PSAPs within the United States. To accommodate routing an
emergency 911 telephone call from a user of either wireline
or wireless telephones, infrastructure within a network 108
is available. The network 108 may be a public switched
telephone network (PSTN), wireless telephone network,
Internet, or a combination thereof. The telephones 104, in
accordance with the principles of the present invention, may
store emergency messages 110a-1102 (collectively 110),
respectively, for use by the users 102 to communicate via the
network 108 to one of the PSAPs 106. The pre-stored
messages 110 may be audio messages stored on the tele-
phones 104 or data messages that are routed to a network
node (not shown) on the network 108 for conversion to a
speech synthesized message to be communicated to an
operator at one of the PSAPs 106 during an emergency 911
telephone call by the users 102.

With regard to FIG. 2, a network environment 200 for a
wireline telephone 202 is provided. The network environ-
ment 200 may include a landline switch 204, such as a Class
5 switch, local exchange carrier (LEC) selective router (SR)
206, which may be configured to select one of the thousands
of PSAPs in the country to which the telephone 202 is to be
connected based on location of the telephone 202 and PSAP
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208. In the event of an emergency, a user of the telephone
202 may request a pre-stored emergency message 210 to be
communicated to the PSAP 208 by selecting a hard-button
212. Although shown as a hard-button 212, it should be
understood that the telephone 202 may be equipped with any
other mechanism for a user to selectably initiate communi-
cation of the pre-stored emergency message 210 to the PSAP
208. In one embodiment, rather than having a single, hard-
button, multiple hard-buttons may be located on the tele-
phone 202 for a user to press simultaneously to minimize
accidental selection of the hard-button 212 to inadvertently
communicate the pre-stored emergency message 210. Alter-
natively, the telephone 202 may be configured to require a
user to depress the hard-button 212 for a minimum time
period, such as two seconds, or depress the hard-button 212
in a specific pattern, such as three times within a second. In
an alternative embodiment, the telephone 202 may be con-
figured with a preference option that, in response to a user
dialing 911 or other emergency code, the telephone 202 may
communicate the pre-stored emergency message 210 to the
PSAP 208. It should be understood that a variety of different
mechanisms or processes may be employed on the telephone
202 to enable a user to quickly call a PSAP during an
emergency situation and communicate the pre-stored emer-
gency message 210 to the PSAP 208. In one embodiment,
after the pre-stored emergency message 210 is communi-
cated to the PSAP 208, the telephone 202 may be configured
to remain off-hook for a certain period of time (e.g., one
minute) to enable a user to provide an operator at the PSAP
with additional information beyond that in the pre-stored
emergency message 210.

With regard to FIG. 3, an illustrative network environ-
ment 300 for a wireless telephone 302 is shown. The
network environment 300 may include a tower 304 to which
the mobile telephone 302 communicates to access the net-
work environment 300. The tower 304 may include or be in
communication with a base station controller 306, which, in
turn, is in communication with a mobile switching center
308. The mobile switching center 308 may be in commu-
nication with a local exchange carrier selective router 310,
which may be positioned on the PSTN, as understood in the
art. The mobile telephone 302 may include a hard-button
313 that may be utilized by a user to initiate a call to the
PSTN and, in response to the user selecting the hard-button
313, a pre-stored emergency message 314 may be commu-
nicated from the mobile telephone 302 to the PSAP 312. The
pre-stored emergency message 314 may be in an audio
format or data format. If in an audio format, the pre-stored
emergency message 314 may be converted by a text-to-
speech system located in the network environment 300.

With regard to FIG. 4A, an illustrative cordless handset
400 of a wireline telephone (not shown) is provided. The
cordless handset 400 may utilize cordless communications
protocols, as understood in the art. The cordless handset 400
may include an electronic display 402 on which a user
interface 404, which may be a graphical user interface or a
text user interface, may be displayed. The user interface 404
may present one or more selectable options 406a-406¢
(collectively 406) that a user may select. In one embodi-
ment, the user may select the selectable options 406 using
hard-buttons 408a-408¢ (collectively 408) that may be
respectively associated with each of the selectable options
406. In the event of an emergency, the user may select one
of the hard-buttons 408 to initiate an emergency call to
police, fire, or ambulance emergency services. In one
embodiment, another hard-button 410 may be selected by a
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user to dial 911 and communicate a generic pre-stored
emergency message in an audio format.

The cordless handset 400 may be configured to store one
or more emergency messages that may be communicated to
a PSAP in response to a user selecting one of the hard-
buttons 408 or 410. If multiple pre-stored emergency mes-
sages are stored by the cordless handset 400, then each of the
emergency messages may be associated with the different
options 406 or a generic call to 911. For example, an
emergency message associated with police may include
information that may provide clues for police in the event
that the user has particular concerns about others or envi-
ronmental conditions that police may be able to use in the
event that the user is unable to be located or unable to
communicate upon police arrival. For example, information
about other people may include stalkers, ex-husbands, abu-
sive spouses, or any other information. Information related
to fire that may be useful to firemen who arrive at a residence
or work location may include chemicals stored on the
property, number of children and adults at the location,
number of stories of a residence or building, and any other
information that may be helpful to firemen who arrive at the
scene. Information related to an ambulance selection may
include disease or physical/mental condition of a person at
the residence, allergies to medications, or any other infor-
mation that may be helpful to emergency medical services
upon arrival at the location of the cordless telephone. In
addition, information associated with relatives or friends of
a user may be stored in an emergency message for one or
more of the options so that emergency personnel may have
other leads or information to identify or receive assistance in
tracking a person or providing other information of a person
who calls a PSAP in the event of an emergency.

With regard to FIG. 4B, an illustrative wireless telephone
412, such as a mobile telephone, may be configured with an
electronic display 414 that shows a graphical user interface
416 with a soft-button 418 that enables a user of the wireless
device 412 to place an emergency 911 call and communicate
an emergency message to an operator at a PSAP. The
soft-button 418 may be responsive to a user holding the
soft-button 418 for a certain time period, such as two
seconds, or activating the soft-button 418 in a certain
sequence (e.g., three times within a second). The soft-button
418 may be configured to access and communicate a pre-
stored emergency message to a PSAP or open another
graphical user interface that provides multiple, selectable
soft-buttons to enable a user to select a topic (e.g., police,
fire, ambulance) that is most related to the user’s current
emergency situation.

With regard to FIG. 4C, a block diagram of an illustrative
telephone 420, which may be hard-line, cordless, or wire-
less, is shown. The telephone 420 may include a processing
unit 422 that executes software 424. The software 424 may
be configured to collect, manage, and communicate pre-
stored emergency messages in accordance with the prin-
ciples of the present invention. The processing unit 422 may
be in communication with a memory 426, input/output unit
428, electronic display 430, user interface 432, and emer-
gency button (optional) 434. The memory may be config-
ured to store information, such as pre-stored emergency
messages, and software. The 1/O unit 428 may be configured
to communicate over a communications network using a
wired, cordless, or wireless communications protocol, as
understood in the art. The electronic display 430 may enable
the processing unit 422 to display information that may be
selected by a user to select an emergency message for
communicating to a PSAP during an emergency. The user
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interface 432 may be a keypad or other hard or soft-buttons
that may be selectably used by a user in operating the
telephone 420 in accordance with the principles of the
present invention. In one embodiment, the telephone 420
may include an emergency button 434, which is configured
to communicate directly with the processing unit 422 to
initiate recording and/or communicating an emergency mes-
sage to the PSAP during an emergency. In an alternative
embodiment, the user interface 432 may incorporate the
emergency button 434 and be configured to cause the
processing unit 422 to operate in the same or similar manner.

With regard to FIG. 4D, illustrative modules 424 are
shown. The modules 424 may be software modules executed
by the processing unit 422 of FIG. 4C. Alternatively, the
modules 424 may be hardware modules that operate on the
telephone 420.

The modules 424 may include a record emergency mes-
sage module 434 that is configured to enable a user to record
an emergency message for storing on the telephone for use
in communicating to a PSAP during an emergency situation.
The record emergency message module 434 may provide
audio or textual prompts to a user to enter text or audio
information in the telephone.

A manage pre-stored emergency message module 436
may be configured to maintain pre-stored messages in a
memory that may be selectably accessed by a user to
communicate one or more of the pre-stored emergency
messages during an emergency telephone call to a PSAP.
The manage pre-stored emergency message module 436
may be configured to automatically request an update of
emergency message information from a user on a periodic or
aperiodic basis (e.g., every six months, every year, in
response to determining that the telephone is at a different
network or geographic location).

A communicate pre-stored emergency message module
438 may be configured to communicate pre-stored emer-
gency messages being managed by the manage pre-stored
emergency message module 436 in response to a user
selectably requesting a pre-stored emergency message to be
communicated to a PSAP during an emergency 911 tele-
phone call. The communicate pre-stored emergency mes-
sage module 438 may be configured to communicate the
pre-stored emergency message in a data or audio format
depending on the configuration of the telephone and net-
work.

A request emergency message module 440 may be con-
figured to request an emergency message from a network
node, such as a server, located on a communications net-
work, such as a telecommunications network or the Internet.
The request emergency message module 440 may be initi-
ated in response to a user selecting a hard-button or soft-
button on the telephone to automatically request emergency
message information from the network node that the user
has previously entered at the network node using text or
verbal entry. The request emergency message module 440
may be configured to both request and receive one or more
emergency messages from the network node for storage on
the telephone.

An identify emergency message download code module
442 may be configured to identify an emergency message
download code communicated from a network node to
notify the telephone that one or more emergency messages
are being downloaded to the telephone for storage thereon.
The emergency message download code may be in the form
of a dual-tone multiple frequency (DTMF) signal similar to
those used on facsimile machines to notify the facsimile
machine that data is being communicated for printing. In this
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case, the emergency message download code notifies the
telephone that one or more emergency messages are being
downloaded to the telephone for storage. The identify emer-
gency message download code module 442 may communi-
cate with the manage pre-stored emergency message module
436 for assistance in storing and managing the emergency
message(s).

An identify emergency call code module 444 may be
configured to identify an emergency call code that is gen-
erated by a user pressing a hard-button or a soft-button or
dialing a particular call number, such as “*911,” to place a
call to a PSAP and communicate an emergency message to
the PSAP during the telephone call. In an alternative
embodiment, a determination that a user dialed “911” may
be made and a generic pre-stored message may be commu-
nicated to a PSAP operator.

With regard to FIG. 5A, an illustrative process 500 that
enables a user of a telephone to record an emergency
message is provided. The process 500 starts at step 502,
where a pre-stored emergency message option is presented
to the user. The pre-stored emergency message option may
be a hard-button or a soft-button that the user may select to
initiate recording. In one embodiment, the pre-stored emer-
gency message option may be selected by holding a hard-
button down for five seconds, repeat pressing a hard or
soft-button three times within a second, or be a different
hard-button or a soft-button than one used to communicate
an emergency message during an emergency 911 telephone
call. In step 504, a determination is made as to whether a
record emergency message request is received. If not, the
process returns to step 502. Otherwise, the process continues
at step 506, where the user may record an emergency
message. In one embodiment, the emergency message is
recorded using text or audio prompts that enables the user to
speak the emergency message information into the tele-
phone. Alternatively, the emergency message information is
recorded by receiving text from the user via a keypad or
other user interface (e.g., touch screen). At step 508, a
determination may be made at step 508 as to whether an
emergency message is received within a predetermined time
limit. If so, then the process continues at step 510, where the
emergency message may be stored on the telephone or
remotely on a network node. Otherwise, the process 500
continues at step 511, where the process times-out and the
process 500 exits without storing an emergency message.

With regard to FIG. 5B, an illustrative process 510 is
shown to expand on the record emergency message step 506
(FIG. 5A). The process 510 may start at step 512 where a
user is prompted with a next emergency information request.
The next emergency information request may be prompted
using an interactive voice response system or be a text input
field on a graphical user interface, such as a webpage. At
step 514, a determination is made as to whether a response
is received within a certain period of time. If the user
responds to the emergency information request by entering
information or simply passing on the information (e.g., user
entering a pound key or skipping a text entry field), then the
process continues at step 516. At step 516, then the process
determines whether the emergency information being
requested is complete. If not, then the process returns to step
512, where next emergency information is requested. If the
emergency information is complete, then the process con-
tinues at step 518, where the emergency message informa-
tion is stored. If at step 514, a response is not received within
a certain period of time, then the process 510 may timeout
at step 519 without storing the emergency message infor-
mation. In one embodiment, the emergency message infor-
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mation is stored on a telephone. Alternatively, the emer-
gency message information may be stored on a network
node.

FIG. 5C is a flowchart of an illustrative process 520 for
enabling a user using a telephone to communicate a pre-
stored emergency message to a PSAP. The process 520 starts
at step 522, where a user of a telephone is presented with an
emergency message option. The emergency message option
may be an option for the user to communicate a pre-stored
emergency message to a PSAP. In presenting the user with
the emergency message option, the telephone may be con-
figured with a hard-button or soft-button for the user to
select to initiate an emergency 911 call and, upon the call
being answered by an operator at the PSAP, play the
pre-stored emergency message for the operator. At step 524,
a determination as to whether an emergency call with an
emergency message being selected is made. If not, then the
process returns to step 522. Otherwise, the process continues
at step 526, where a PSAP is called by the telephone dialing
911. At step 528, the pre-stored emergency message is
played to an operator at the PSAP upon answering the
emergency call. In one embodiment, after the emergency
message is played for the operator, the telephone remains
off-hook to enable the user to tell the operator additional
information about his or her circumstances. Otherwise, in
the event that the caller does not desire or is unable to speak
with the emergency operator, then the call may be termi-
nated by the telephone automatically.

With regard to FIG. 6, an illustrative server 600 is shown.
The server 600 may be a network node operating on a
telecommunications or other data network, such as the
Internet. The server 600 may include a processing unit 602
that executes software 604. The software 604 may be
utilized to enable users to create emergency messages for
downloading to their telephones or otherwise maintained on
a network for use in communicating to a PSAP during an
emergency situation. The processing unit 602 may be in
communication with a memory 606, /O unit 608, and
storage unit 610. The storage unit 610 may be configured to
store one or more data repositories 612a-612#n (collectively
612), where the data repositories may store emergency
message information to enable users to reaccess the emer-
gency data information to update or otherwise change at a
later time in the event that the user changes locations, names,
or any other information that the user may wish to update.
The data repository 612 may store data, such as text, and/or
voice data in the case of a user calling an interactive voice
response system operated by the processing unit 602.

With regard to FIG. 7, module 700 may be utilized to
enable the server to perform collection of emergency data
information and communication of the emergency data
information to telephones of users. The module 700 may be
software modules that operate in conjunction with the soft-
ware 604 executed by the processor 602 of FIG. 6, firmware
modules that execute as embedded modules on chips or
other devices and at the server 600, or hardware modules
that operate on or conjunction with the server 600.

A present GUI module 702 may be configured to present
a user with a graphical user interface, such as a webpage or
a website, that enables the user to submit emergency data
information for use in delivering emergency messages to an
operator of a PSAP. The present GUI module 702 may be
graphical and/or text in nature to enable a user to type
emergency data information into the GUI. In one embodi-
ment, the present GUI module 702 may be configured to
enable a user to be prompted with audio requests using an
interactive voice response system, as understood in the art.
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A collect responses module 704 may be configured to
collect emergency data information entered into data fields
of a GUI or voice responses in response to an interactive
voice response system’s prompts to the user. The collect
responses module 704 may be configured to store the
responses in a data repository, such as a database.

A generate emergency message module 706 may be
configured to generate emergency messages by appending
the emergency data information collected into a string of
emergency data information. In one embodiment, the gen-
erate emergency message module 706 may convert the
emergency data information into a synthesized voice by
using a text-to-speech module (not shown). Alternatively,
the generated emergency message may be communicated to
a text-to-speech system located on a network for converting
the emergency data information into synthesized speech for
storage on a telephone or network node.

A manage emergency messages module 708 may be
configured to manage emergency messages uploaded or
otherwise input into the server. The manage emergency
messages module 708 may enable a user to edit emergency
data information that was previously uploaded by a user to
change data based on different circumstances, such as mov-
ing or changing telephone numbers.

A communicate pre-stored emergency message module
710 may be configured to communicate the emergency
messages to a telephone of a user. The module 710 may be
configured to communicate the emergency messages in data,
voice, or synthesized voice formats over a network for
delivery to a telephone or other network node. In one
embodiment, the communicate pre-stored emergency mes-
sage module 710 may be responsive to an emergency call
from the user and communicate the pre-stored emergency
messages to another network node or PSAP for delivery of
a pre-stored emergency message during an emergency tele-
phone call.

A communicate emergency message download code mod-
ule may be configured to create and communicate an emer-
gency message download code to a telephone of a user
configured to recognize the emergency message download
code to notify the telephone of the user that a pre-stored
emergency message is being downloaded to the telephone so
as to appropriately receive and store the pre-stored emer-
gency message for use in placing emergency 911 calls. In
one embodiment, the emergency message download code
may be a “*911” code that notifies the telephone that the
pre-stored emergency message is to follow.

With regard to FIG. 8, a window 800 with an illustrative
GUI 802 is shown. The GUI 802 may be a webpage that
enables a user to submit emergency data information for use
in creating pre-stored emergency messages to store on a
telephone. The GUI 802 may include prompts and data fields
for the user to enter emergency data information. The
emergency data information requested may include tele-
phone number 804, phone type 806, first and last name 808,
home address 810, work address 812, spouse/partner infor-
mation 814, medical conditions and allergies 816, message
818 (e.g., any recent criminal concerns, such as having a
stalker or becoming divorced recently, medical conditions,
illnesses, etc.), a message type to which the emergency data
information is associated 820, number of floors at a home
822, number of adults at the home 824, and number of
children at the home 826. In one embodiment, the message
may be limited to the number of characters (e.g., 500
characters) or words (e.g., 200 words) that a user may enter,
thereby minimizing the message delivery to a PSAP opera-
tor. If the number of characters is limited to 160, then a
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single text message may be communicated to a PSAP
operator, if capable of receiving a text message. Otherwise,
if longer, multiple text messages or a single email may be
communicated to the PSAP operator.

If the message type is medical, then the prompts of
emergency information may be different than those if the
message type is other than medical, such as police or fire. A
prompt 828 for whether the phone is emergency message
capable may be provided, where, if the telephone of the user
is emergency message capable, then the emergency message
may be communicated to the telephone number submitted
by the user. Otherwise, if the user’s telephone is not emer-
gency message capable, then the emergency message may
be located on a network node and the network node may be
configured to identify that an emergency call is being placed
from the telephone number of the user and, in response,
communicate the pre-stored emergency message to a PSAP
in an audio format either directly or via a text-to-speech
system located at the PSAP or on the network. Once the
emergency data message is entered into the GUI 802, the
user may select a “submit” soft button 830 to submit the
emergency data information.

With regard to FIG. 9, an illustrative process diagram
showing both system and process steps 900 are provided.
The system may include a computer 902 utilized by a user
to access a network 904, such as the Internet. A website
server application 906 may be provided to the user via the
Internet 904 to enable the user to submit emergency data
information to the website server application 906. The
website server application 906 may communicate emer-
gency data information collected from the user to a text-to-
speech system or application 908 that converts the text
entered by the user via the computer 902 into speech. At step
910, the emergency message may be downloaded to a phone
configured to store pre-stored emergency messages. At step
912, the audio emergency message is stored in the phone that
was selected by the user. After the user has downloaded the
audio message to the phone, at step 914, the user may press
a dedicated or special key on the telephone to cause an
emergency telephone number (e.g., 911) to be dialed at step
916. When an operator at a PSAP answers the emergency
call, the pre-stored emergency message in an audio format
may be played and the connection may remain opened so
that the operator may hear what is happening or the user may
tell the operator additional information associated with the
emergency at step 918.

With regard to FIG. 10, an illustrative system and process
1000 is shown to enable a user to upload emergency data
information for storage on his or her telephone or other
network node. The user may utilize a computer 1002 that
enables a user to interact with a website server 1004 via a
network, such as the Internet 1006, to upload and submit
emergency data information to a website operating on a
server on the network 1006. The website server 1004 may
also be configured with a text-to-speech system to convert
text entered by the user into speech for delivery to a
telephone 1008 for download and storage thereon. After the
pre-stored emergency message is downloaded and stored on
the telephone 1008, the user may press a dedicated or special
key on the phone at step 10101 to cause the phone to call
emergency service and communicate the pre-stored emer-
gency message to an operator. The emergency service may
be called at step 1012, and the pre-stored emergency mes-
sage may be communicated to an operator when he or she
answers the emergency call at step 1014.

With regard to FIG. 11, a telephone having internet
capabilities, such as a voiceover internet protocol (VoIP)
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telephone, may be utilized to access a website application
server 1102 operating on a network 1104, such as the
Internet. The user may log onto the website application
server 1102 at step 1106 and enter emergency data infor-
mation presented to the user via the website application
server 1102. It should be understood that any phone having
internet capabilities may be configured to access the website
application server 1102 to enter emergency data information
for downloading to the phone. Steps 1108, 1110, and 1112
operate in the same or similar manner as steps 914, 916, and
918 described in FIG. 9.

With regard to FIG. 12, an illustrative system and process
1200 is shown to include an intermediate system 1202 that
is accessible to a user having a telephone configured to store
emergency messages for use when calling emergency 911
operators at PSAPs. At step 1204, a user may call the
intermediate system 1202 that is operating on a telecommu-
nications network or data network. The intermediate system
1202 may be configured to store certain preset emergency
messages (e.g., “Fire, send help”) provided by a service
provider. The user may call the intermediate system 1202
and select an emergency message and download the emer-
gency message in the telephone. Steps 1206, 1208, and 1210
may operate in the same or similar manner as steps 914, 916,
and 918 in FIG. 9.

With regard to FIG. 13, an illustrative process 1300 is
shown performing pre-stored emergency data communica-
tions in accordance with the principles of the present inven-
tion. The process 1300 starts at step 1302, where a hard-key
or soft-key or button on a telephone or handset is pressed or
otherwise activated by a user. At step 1304, a determination
is made as to whether the phone or handset is configured
with a multiple message option. If so, then the process
continues at step 1306, where an audio message may be
requested from among multiple audio messages for use in
communicating to a PSAP during the emergency call. In one
embodiment, the phone may provide the user with the ability
to select one of multiple messages, such as police, fire, or
ambulance. The emergency messages may be selectable via
a hard-button or soft-button provided on the phone for the
user to select a particular type of message. At step 1308, the
user may dial an emergency number, such as “911”. In an
alternative embodiment, the user may enter an emergency
code, such as “*9117, thereby causing the phone to access
the pre-stored emergency message and call a PSAP. At step
1310, an audio message of the pre-stored emergency mes-
sage is played to an operator at the PSAP. If a determination
is made at step 1304 that the telephone does not have
multiple message options, then the process continues at step
1308, where the emergency number is dialed and the emer-
gency message is communicated at step 1310 to an operator
at the PSAP.

With regard to FIG. 14, an illustrative process 1400 is
provided. The process 1400 starts at step 1402, where an
emergency data message is received from a user. In one
embodiment, the emergency data message may be received
from the user on a telephone, such as a wireline, cordless, or
mobile telephone, or a network node, such as a server
operating on a telecommunications or data network. At step
1404, an emergency data message may be communicated in
an audio format to a PSAP in response to receiving an
emergency call request. The emergency call request may be
in response to a user pressing a hard-button or a soft-button
that initiate a call to a PSAP and communication of the
pre-stored emergency message to an operator at the PSAP in
response to the operator answering the emergency call.
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By utilizing the principles of the present invention, a
caller, such as a child, deaf person, person m an emergency
situation, without the ability or desire to speak may be made
safer through the use of communicating a pre-stored emer-
gency message to a PSAP operator. The PSAP operator may
be able to collect sufficient information from the pre-stored
emergency message so as to better provide information to
emergency responders even without speaking with the
caller.

The previous detailed description is of a small number of
embodiments for implementing the invention and is not
intended to be limiting in scope. One of skill in this art will
immediately envisage the methods and variations used to
implement this invention in other areas than those described
in detail. The following claims set forth a number of the
embodiments of the invention disclosed with greater par-
ticularity.

What is claimed:

1. A system for assisting with calls to public safety
answering points (PSAPs), said system comprising:

a network node configured to enable a user to submit

emergency message data;

a telecommunications device, including:

a memory;
a transceiver configured to communicate over a tele-
communications network; and
a processing unit in communication with said memory
and transceiver, and configured to:
in response to receiving the emergency message data
in an audio format via the telecommunications
network, store the audio emergency message in
said memory;
in response to a determination that the telecommu-
nications device is at one or more of a different
network or a different geographic location,
request, on a periodic basis, an update of the
emergency message data from the user;
communicate the stored audio emergency message
to a PSAP on a full-duplex, two-way voice com-
munication channel in response to the user
requesting that the audio emergency message be
communicated to the PSAP; and
maintain said telecommunications device in an off-
hook state on the same full-duplex, two-way voice
communication channel used to communicate the
stored audio emergency message such that an
audio connection remains open, in real-time
between the user and the PSAP, after communi-
cating the audio emergency message to the PSAP.

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein said network
node is configured to present a graphical user interface via
a communications network to enable the user to enter the
emergency message data.

3. The system according to claim 1, wherein said tele-
communications device is maintained in the off-hook state
for a period of time.

4. The system according to claim 1, wherein said pro-
cessing unit is further configured to:

identify an emergency message download code; and

in response to identifying the emergency download code,

download the audio emergency message.

5. The system according to claim 1, wherein said tele-
communications device further includes a hard-button con-
figured, in response to being selected by the user, to notify
said processing unit to initiate communication to the PSAP
and communicate the audio emergency message thereto.
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6. The system according to claim 1, wherein said tele-
communications device includes multiple, selectable soft-
buttons each configured to enable the user to select a
different audio message to communicate to the PSAP.

7. The system according to claim 1, wherein said network
node is further configured to store the message data and, in
response to receiving a request from said telecommunica-
tions device, communicate the message data in an audio
format to the PSAP.

8. The system according to claim 1, wherein said pro-
cessing unit is further configured to identify an emergency
call code entered by the user and, in response, communicate
the audio emergency message to the PSAP.

9. A method for assisting with calls to public safety
answering points (PSAPs), said system comprising:

receiving emergency message data from a user;

storing the emergency message data in a telecommunica-

tions device;

in response to a determination that the telecommunica-

tions device is at one or more of a different network or
a different geographic location, requesting, on a peri-
odic basis, an update of the emergency message data
from the user;

in response to receiving an emergency call request from

the user at a telecommunications device, communicat-
ing the emergency message data in an audio format to
a PSAP on a full-duplex, two-way voice communica-
tion channel; and

maintaining an off-hook state on the same full-duplex,

two-way voice communication channel used to com-
municate the stored audio emergency message such
that an audio connection remains open, in real-time
between the user and the PSAP, after communicating
the audio emergency message to the PSAP.

10. The method according to claim 9, further comprising
converting the emergency message data into audio message
data to produce the audio emergency message.

11. The method according to claim 10, further comprising
communicating the audio emergency message to the tele-
communications device for storage thereat.

12. The method according to claim 11, further comprising
communicating an emergency message download code with
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the audio emergency message to cause the telecommunica-
tions device to store the audio emergency message.

13. The method according to claim 9, further comprising
presenting a graphical user interface to the user to enter the
emergency message data.

14. The method according to claim 9, further comprising,
in response to receiving an emergency call code entered by
the user, communicating the audio emergency message to
the PSAP.

15. The method according to claim 9, further comprising:

presenting the user of the telecommunications device with

a plurality of options to select different audio emer-
gency messages; and

in response to the user selecting one of the options,

communicating an associated audio message.

16. A method for assisting with calls to public safety
answering points (PSAPs), said method comprising:

providing a user interface to a user of a telecommunica-

tions device to enable the user to selectably enter
emergency information;

storing the emergency information entered by the user;

in response to a determination that the telecommunica-

tions device is at one or more of a different network or
a different geographic location, requesting, on a peri-
odic basis, an update of the emergency information
from the user;

in response to the user calling a PSAP via the telecom-

munications device, communicating the stored emer-
gency information in an audio format to the PSAP on
a full-duplex, two-way voice communication channel;
and

maintaining an off-hook state on the same full-duplex,

two-way voice communication channel used to com-
municate the stored emergency information in audio
format such that an audio connection remains open, in
real-time between the user and the PSAP, after com-
municating the stored emergency information in audio
format to the PSAP.

17. The method according to claim 16, wherein the user
interface is an interactive voice response system configured
to collect audio voice signals from the user.
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